
 

Jason Underhill 
 
Source Root Project: Dissecting a Source from Single Headline 
 
Scope Note: This project attempts to answer the question regarding the Stoneman 
Douglas School Shooter, Nicholas Cruz: “Where did Nikolas Cruz come from?” --as I 
root deeper into the sources acknowledged by open source intelligence, new questions 
emerge and surprising pathways develop. 
 
Original Source Headline: ‘Nikolas Cruz: Depressed loner 'crazy about guns' BBC 
NEWS, Feb. 16, 2018 
 

One sentiment that seemed pervasive throughout the entire investigation into the 
tragic shooting at Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, this past week 
was the echoing of “nobody was surprised”: multiple student sources, acquaintances 
and neighbors mentioned this. One question became “Where did Nikolas Cruz come 
from? What was his upbrinigng like, and who are the people he grew up around? 
 
I found this quote from a neighbor:   
 

"That child had an extremely cold stare," former neighbour Rhonda Roxburgh, 45, told the Miami 
Herald. (The Cruz family lived in the Pine Tree Estates neighborhood of Parkland, FL) (1) 

 
Following that Source, I was able to get Roxburgh’s full quote from The Miami Herald: 
 

““That child had an extremely cold stare,” said Rhonda Roxburgh. “He was going to hurt 
somebody. I just didn’t know it would be this bad.” 
“He would sit on the curb by himself,” she said. “He was isolated. Nobody wanted to be around 
him.” 
Neighbors said the police had been called to the Cruz home “dozens” of times. 
“BSO knew there was a problem,” according to Roxburgh. 
(Jason’s Note: BSO stands for Broward Sheriff’s Office, which gave no comment.) (2) 

 
Reading the expanded quote from Roxburgh’s full statement excerpted by the BBC, I focused 
on the claim she made that “BSO knew there was a problem.” I searched for articles related 
to police reports/activities or social services in which patrol were called to the Cruz home: 
 
Police records about emergency calls to his home describe fights at home. The calls that the 
police received, made by Cruz’s mother from the home (who died November 2017) (3) included 
incidents categorized as "mentally ill person," "child/elderly abuse," "domestic disturbance" and 
"missing person." At least two calls reported Cruz as missing, in 2012 and 2013. The day before 
one of those incidents, in November 2012, Cruz's mother Lynda called to report that he had hit 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article200264304.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article200264304.html


 

her with the plastic hose of a vacuum cleaner… In one case, a representative from a Behavioral 
Health Facility came to the home, but based on that fact and that Cruz "did not make any 
threats of harm to him or others," the report said, the representative advised that it was 
unnecessary to invoke a Florida law allowing police to put a mentally ill person in custody (4) 
 
Two threads developed from this - first, I searched out police reports on Nikolas Cruz related to 
this, which I wasn’t able to locate. I did discover the Police Report for the Shooting at Stoneman 
Douglas shooting. Secondly, I found windows into Cruz’s social media presence: 



 

 

This document was the only place I could locate Cruz’s permanent address (5): it’s 
listed for sale on Redfin (6), which leads me to wonder if this is Cruz’s childhood home, 
since prior to the shooting Cruz was living with a family friend: 
IMAGE:  8442 Lakeview Trl Parkland, FL: 



 

 

This was answered by video footage obtained by CNN and shot by a concerned 
neighbor, months before the mass shooting :  

“Another neighbor, concerned about Cruz "acting weird" in the backyard took 
video of him dressed in boxer shorts shooting what appeared to be a BB gun. 
The man, who asked not to be identified, said his wife watched Cruz shooting 
bottles, cans and buckets over and over again for two days in October 2017. He 
sometimes pointed the gun toward their window, the man said. 
"She got scared. I got scared," he said (7) 

 



 

.  
Seeing this troubling video footage shot by a neighbor did two things: First, it 

validated that the house for sale on Redfin was likely Cruz’s childhood home, where 
Roxburgh had been Cruz’s neighbor. It also pushed me to reconsider the idea of 
‘neighbors’ and a ‘neighborhood’ - That communities, in geographic proximity to one 
another, as well as virtual communities, might be compelled to speak out about Cruz. It 
had been reported  that Ben Bennight, 36, A bail bondsman in Mississippi tells the F.B.I. 
about a worrying comment left on his YouTube channel from a “nikolas cruz” saying, “Im 
going to be a professional school shooter.” Agents from the F.B.I. field office in Jackson, 
Miss., looked into the comment but could not identify who had posted it from database and 
open-source searches, the F.B.I. said. (8)  
 

Comparing these images with the Redfin images taken by the realtor, the backyard 
seems to be a match (notice the paint, specific moulding and trim around windows, placement 
of porchlight, etc:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Video Footage Compared to Redfin Real Estate post: 

 



 

Now that I’d confirmed the neighborhood at Pine Tree Estates, and pinpointed where it 
is, I could easily search for neighbors and get a decent understanding of the geography, the 
income level, it’s density, how they vote, what they google, etc. Just as a profile on Cruz is 
constructed by his social media imprint, the same can be done with the surrounding community, 
thanks to following one quote by Rhonda Roxburgh: 
 

 

Streets in Pinetree Estates include: 
NW 62nd Terrace, NW 63rd Way, NW 63rd Court, NW 65th Terrace, NW 65th Way, NW 66th 
Ave, NW 66th Way, NW 67th Place, NW 69th Way, NW 71st Terrace, NW 72nd Way, NW 74th 
Terrace, NW 75th Way, NW 77th Terrace, NW 79th Way, NW 80th Terrace. It is bordered by 
Riverside Drive and SR 7 441 (8) 

 
I can also compare the information I could cull on the Pine Tree Estates and Parkland, FL, with 
the comments and posts Cruz made on his social media profiles: he had two instagram 
accounts . At this point, it’s the only window we have into Cruz’s mental state before the 
shooting. (9) (10). Both his geographic neighbors as well as members of his virtual community 
became concerned and reached out to authorities.  Images below. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Cruz’s Social Media Posts and Photos from Instagram: 
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